
 
 

Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting  

Minutes for April 2, 2014 
 

The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting at 5:00 PM EST on Wednesday April 2, 2014 

at 1 National Life Drive, Dewey Building Montpelier VT 05620. 

  

Members of the Board: Brian Ames (Chair), Justin Lindholm, Kevin Lawrence, Ron, 

Wilcox, Pete Allard, Craig Nolan, Theresa Elmer, Gary Gibbs, Craig Greene, Johanna 

Laggis, Cheryl Frank Sullivan.  Absent, Steve Adams, Bob Shannon and Grant Spates. 

 

Fish and Wildlife Staff: Patrick Berry (Commissioner) Louis Porter (Newly Appointed 

Commissioner), Kim Royar (Special Projects Manager), Catherine Gjessing (General 

Counsel), Col Dave LeCours (Director of Law Enforcement), Susan Warner (Director of 

Outreach), Mark Scott (Wildlife Director), Mary Diego (Executive Assistant), Scott 

Darling (Wildlife Management Program Director), Tom Rogers (Information Specialist), 

Amy Alfieri (Turkey Project Leader), John Austin (Lands and Habitat Program Director), 

and Doug Morin (Wildlife Biologist/State Land Planner) 

 

Members of the Public:??? Lawrence Pyne,  

 

The Board meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM, EST by Chairman Brian Ames 

 

Approval of February 26, 2014 meeting minutes:  

 Theresa Motioned to accept the February 26, 2014 meeting minutes 

Craig Nolan Seconded the motion 

Vote: Unanimous, minutes pass. 

 

Chairman Ames introduced Cheryl Frank Sullivan, the newest member to the Fish and 

Wildlife Board.  

 

Second Vote on 2014 Moose Permit Numbers: Mark Scott gave a briefing of the 

Moose Hearings that were held last week. The majority of the comments were very 

positive and supportive.  

 

Craig Nolan Motioned to accept the 2014 Moose Permit Numbers 

Pete Allard Seconded the motion 

Vote: unanimous, second vote 2014 Moose Permit Numbers passed. 

 

Discussion on moose issues:  Concern was expressed regarding how few ovaries were 

collected during the 2013 harvests. The Board is willing to help with this issue in any 

way that they can. Theresa Elmer suggested an informational video on how to collect 

ovaries from a cow.  Tom Rogers will look into the production and execution of this 

educational video and the possibility of distributing it to moose permit holders.   

 



 
 

West Mountain WMA Management Plan: The Plan was presented by the 

Department’s State Land Planner Doug Morin.  This week Doug, John Austin, and 

Patrick Berry presented the proposed updated management plan for the West Mountain 

WMA to committees in both the House and the Senate. This is an opportunity to 

celebrate one of the greatest conservation legacies in Vermont  as well asan opportunity 

to preserves habitat and provides public access for future generations. This part of the 

state is unlike any other.  

Mark Scott introduced Lands and Habitat Project Leader John Austin to the new Board 

Members, who in turn introduced Doug Morin.  Morin updated the Board on the current 

draft updates of the plan. 

 

Adjourned for Dinner Break: 6:22 EST 

Reconvened after Dinner Break: 6:43 EST 

 

Commissioner Berry introduced incoming Commissioner Louis Porter. Louis discussed 

his background and expressed his enthusiasm for working with the Board and the 

Department.  

 

Update on New Turkey Project Leader: Wildlife Director Mark Scott introduced the 

Department’s new Turkey Project Leader Amy Alfieri. Amy started her new position 

about four months ago and gave the Board a brief description on her new responsibilities. 

Amy is currently looking into the possibility of an all-day hunt. There is currently a study 

underway in upstate NY that will provide us with more information to better assess the 

biological issues involved in this change. The study will be done in 2016 and she will 

keep the Board updated on its findings and move forward with a proposal after the results 

are analyzed.    

Brian Ames: Would like to know more about Lymph-proliferative Disease Virus 

(LPDV). He would like to hear more about this topic in the near future.   

Craig Nolan: The turkey restoration in this state has been a huge success. Is fall turkey 

hunting a possibility in all parts of the state? This is something that his constituents want 

to know.  

Ron: Is a bird infected with the Lymph-proliferative disease still edible? Yes, however 

there may be some bacterial growth associated with this disease so that is something to 

keep in mind. Our turkey populations have adapted to hunting, climate and habitat.  It has 

been a very successful reintroduction. 

Theresa: Would like to see the use of the existing three tags that come with the license be 

applicable in either spring or fall season.  What would be the biological effects of this?  

Pete: Has this winter had an effect on the flock this year?  

Greene: that I'm very concerned what the numbers might be in the next couple of 
years because of what I feel was a very poor hatch last year.  
Gary Gibbs: Some deer hunters may think that the increase in turkeys is attributed to the 

decline in deer population. Also wants to know how to make them taste better? 

Justin: Stated that the LPDV disease can cause damage to the bird’s hearings, and 

eyesight. 

Joanna: They are a number of nuisance turkeys near farms. (Especially on her farm)  



 
 

Cheryl: Where is the virus in other states? Currently it is all along the eastern seaboard. 

There are two strains, an Israeli and European strain of this disease. Currently we have 

the Israeli strand in the United States.  

 

Commissioner’s Updates: Former Fish and Wildlife Commissioner Steve Wright’s 

house burned to the ground recently. 

The budget is going along fine and the F&W omnibus bill is also moving along.     

Lastly as many of you are aware I will be stepping down as Commissioner. It is a great 

opportunity to be closer to home and to spend more time with my family. Working with 

the Board has been one of the highlights of my job. Even when there was disagreement 

on an issue, we were able to discuss it and the result was a better outcome because of the 

feedback and input of the Board. Thanks for everything and is lucky to call you all 

friends.  

 

Announcements:  
 

May 28th, last Wednesday of  May, will be the May monthly meeting; timing such to 

accommodate antlerless deer permit procedure 

 

May 7th Deer Hearing at Education Center at Kehoe Conservation Camp 

 

May 8th Deer Hearing in Montpelier at the Pavilion Building 

 

Round Table 

 

Kevin Lawrence: Regarding the lifetime license he purchased for his granddaughter, he 

thinks the price should be raised to $500 and the age of a permanent license holder raised 

to age 70. He would like to see the July Board meeting held at Buck Lake. The 

Department will look into the possibility of hosting the July meeting  at Buck Lake Green 

Mountain Conservation Camp.  Lastly, he would also like to see a fish culture topic to be 

presented at the board.  

Craig Nolan: State Municipal Day went really well. He attended Planning for Natural 

Resources, presented by Jens Hilke and he stated that he got a lot out of it. Thanked the 

Department and the Agency as well for putting on such a great day. Potential Board topic 

would be for recommendations for communities (Jens to present) 

Ron Wilcox: Saw Ken Cox, present at the fly fishing museum and stated that it was 

excellent. Has been a pleasure working with Patrick. 

Theresa Elmer: There is a lot of confusion regarding posted land. Where is this going? It 

is another option to the traditional posting. The Department is trying to revert to the old 

way of posting requirements to make it easier for the land owner and to open more land 

to hunters. Would like to see the wording on the Doe permits changed, to make it clear 

about zones that go to landowners. (Good timing as we will be bringing it up soon) 

Brought in a NH survey that is sent to all hunters, if they fill it out then they get entered 

into a lottery for a rifle. She wanted to know if this is something that we could look at for 

the future. 



 
 

Pete Allard: Is the deer survey random? It is random but not stratified. Moose permits, 

suggested that a person should wait longer if they draw a permit in order to be eligible for 

another. 

Craig Greene: Thank you to Patrick and good luck in the future. Got to see Middlebury 

hearing online, there was a tongue hanging out in a deer picture and would like to see a 

better selection used for Department presentations.  He expressed interest in a longer 

coyote trapping season and changing  crow season. (Request for reviewing options to 

readdress these issues)  

Gary Gibbs: Would like to consider readdressing the muskrat season. He suggested that 

the Department have Chris Bernier come in and do a presentation on Muskrat. This time 

of year bird feeders and bread trucks are causingbear issues. Spring Trout fishing 

question on laws pertaining to angling and  ice fishing . 

Justin Lindholm: Very happy to stand along one of the giants of natural resources 

(thanked Patrick Berry for his service). 

Joanna Laggis: In regards to the hunter survey, she was saddened by the low return rate.  

She would like to see the option of a lottery of a gun or other prize if a hunter returned 

the survey. The Vermont Land Trust has 410 easements but all of these allowed for 

public access. (More opportunities for hunters) 

Cheryl Frank-Sullivan: Is there an issue of slot limits for northern pike? There is a 

concern about commercial fishing especially on yellow perch and crappies. She would 

like to see this as a potential meeting topic. 

 

Theresa Motioned to adjourn  

Ron Wilcox seconded the motion 

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 EST 


